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The real sensitiveness of many to the criticism of the Old Testa- 
ment arises from their loyalty to Christ. They fear lest in impugn- 
ing traditional views concerning the written Word, the crown which 
adorns their Master may in some way be tarnished. Such a feeling is 
right. It is well that in connection with Old Testament study our 
attention should be turned to the life of Christ. Let us, therefore, 
study with inquiring spirit the gospels, seeking to learn just who and 
what manner of person Christ was. We know that he was the Truth ; 
and he longs that His disciples may know the truth concerning Him. 
It may be that some of us will find that our idea of Him has come not 
from the narrative of the New Testament, but from the meshes of 
human speculation and theory that have been woven about Him, so 
that our Christ is somewhat different in many ways from the Son of 
Man who wandered as a Jewish rabbi through the land of Palestine. 



Side by side with the work of investigation and exploration 
going on in the land of the Euphrates, another work no less interest- 
ing and important is being vigorously pushed in the land of the Nile. 
Our readers are acquainted with the work of the " Egypt Exploration 
Fund of England and America," of which Rev. Wm. C. Winslow, Bos- 
ton (525 Beacon street), is vice-president and honorary treasurer for 
America. In another place there is given a list of the discoveries 
already made under the auspices of this " Fund," and of the books 
which it has published. Surely, two points will be conceded by all 
who are interested in this work of Bible illustration, for that is what 
it really is : (1) Such work should be done ; and in view of the 
destruction which inevitably awaits all material not immediately 
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cared for, the sooner the work is done the better ; (2) such work, in 
order to be done, must be supported. Large sums are not asked for. 
The total expenditure of the last year, including publication, was 
only $7,500 ; and as Dr. Ward has said, " the annual volumes published 
are abundant remuneration to the subscribers of five dollars." 



THE study of the Bible-studies on the " Life and Times of the 
Christ," has been undertaken (1) by a very large number of Christian 
Endeavor Societies ; (2) by College Y. M. C. Associations in many of 
the leading colleges ; (3) by general Y. M. C. Associations in many 
cities ; (4) by classes specially formed for their study in churches of 
various denominations ; (5) by many Sunday-schools ; (6) by hun- 
dreds, even thousands, of individual students. One serious difficulty, 
however, has arisen, a difficulty as unexpected as it is serious. In the 
Christian Endeavor work, and especially in the college work, there is 
a lack of teachers or leaders. There are scores of colleges from 
which the report has come : We can find no man able and willing to 
take the responsibility of guiding us. What is the trouble ? The. 
minister, in some cases, because he is overwhelmed by the demands 
of his parish work ; in others, because he really does not know how to 
teach, and though a preacher of the gospel, is incapable of teaching 
it, refuses to accept the leadership. The professor, in some cases, 
because his regular tasks tax him to the utmost ; in others, because he 
has no interest in the subject, or perhaps no knowledge of it, declines 
to serve. What shall be done ? The crying need of the hour is men 
trained to do scientific Bible teaching. Why do not Christian students 
see this need, and prepare themselves for the work ? 



" The Bible, whether we will it or not, is to affect us in a thousand ways. It 
is here and is bound to stay. Its influence cannot be ignored. Then why not act 
like men ? Why remain in ignorance, and affect to scorn this beneficent, and at 
the same time most powerful instrument in the formation of the character of 
individuals and nations? Are not the arguments favoring it overwhelmingly 
convincing? Why then let prejudice overcome our judgment and bigotry our 
prudence ? In the name of justice let us give the Bible a place in our college cur- 
riculum ! Let it be taught of men who have been educated with this end in view. 
Men who have studied the Bible rather than theology. Men who cannot be held 
down by the narrow lines of sectarian creeds and dogmas. When this is done, 
the shame of graduating men and women who know more of the writings of 
Goethe and Shakspere than those of Job and St. John, who comprehend better 
the ethics of Spenser than those of the Bible, who understand better the philoso- 
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phy of Plato than that of Jesus Christ, will be done away. Then the Bible, appre- 
ciated by educated men and women, will hasten its good work— the civilization, 
elevation and regeneration of humanity." 

This is the plea* of a member of the last graduating class of the 
University of Minnesota. Is it not worthy of the consideration of col- 
lege instructors and trustees ? This idea is growing. In very many 
colleges the Bible will be taught this year for the first time. In quite 
a number professors have been appointed who begin their work this 
month. Whatever may be said of state institutions it is difficult to 
understand how a denominational college, — and to this class most of 
our colleges belong, — can satisfy its constituency that there is a 
reason for its separate existence where this Book has no place in 
its curriculum of study. 



"Studying biblical problems from a believing point of view" — 
the thought deserves attention and invites analysis. It does not mean 
bringing to the Scripture antecedent beliefs as to its particular phe- 
nomena, whether they be characterized by the strictest orthodoxy or 
the loosest latitudinarianism. Preconceived views of controverted 
questions, of details in the sacred narrative, though rigidly conserva- 
tive, will not fail to make investigation into its true meaning largely 
barren. Not because they are conservative, not though they should 
be rudely rationalistic, but because they are pre-judgments, do they 
bar the way and handicap the endeavor of the earnest interpreter of 
the Word. Nor does the phrase mean the possession of a well defined 
doctrine of Sacred Scripture as a whole, which is to guide and rule 
investigation. A dominating preconception of what the Bible ought 
to be is as unfruitful in exegesis as similar views of details and por- 
tions of the truth. How then may " the believing point of view " be 
defined ? What are its characteristics ? To begin with, it implies 
candor, open-mindedness, willingness to be persuaded and convinced 
by facts and by facts only. It is more than that. It is a positive atti- 
tude of friendliness toward the Scriptures as having a divine element, 
as related to God, not a negative indifference or a critical levity in 
handling them. Yet again, he who comes to the word of God "must 
believe that He is." The true student is conscious of an ever-present, 
all-pervading divine Spirit inclining him, with reverence, with a hum- 
ble yet fearless assurance of the best and highest results, to press on 
to the freest and most searching criticism of the Bible. Let the 
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thoughtful investigator proceed in this spirit to this highest of all 
pursuits. Let him remember the wise words of Richard Rothe : 

"Let the Bible go forth into Christendom as it is in itself, as a book like 
other books, without allowing any dogmatic theory to assign it to a reserved posi- 
tion in the ranks of books ; let it accomplish what it can of itself entirely through 
its own character and through that which each man can find in it for himself ; 
and it will accomplish great things."* 



In the last number of the STUDENT we called attention to a few 
coincidences in terms between the Talmud and the New Testament. 
But there is something more striking than these in the relations of 
these two literatures ; that is, the difference between them in dignity, 
reserve and spiritual elevation. There can be no more convincing 
proof of the superiority and inspiration of the New Testament than 
that which a comparison of it with the Talmud presents. While there 
is much in this Jewish literature which is elevated and beautiful, it is 
equally plain that much of it is contradictory and childish. In large 
part it is the product of an unrestrained imagination. Nothing is too 
mysterious for the Rabbins to explore ; no theme is too sacred for 
them to debate with the utmost coolness and confidence. The result 
is a literature full of extravagance, conceit and contradiction. 

In no point is the lofty elevation of the New Testament above the 
Talmud more evident than in its conception of the purpose of God for 
the world. It is raised above all Jewish particularism. Not to be 
Abraham's son by lineal descent, but to be his son by a life of faith 
and obedience entitles to participation in the kingdom of God. 
Christianity contemplates, not a Jewish kingdom of God, but a 
kingdom of God composed of all trustful souls from every tribe and 
nation under heaven. Even the Apocalypse, the most intensely Jew- 
ish book in the New Testament and presenting most analogies to the 
Talmudic language and thought, is elevated above all Jewish narrow- 
ness in its conception of the kingdom of God as a city with gates on 
every side into which the people of earth enter from every land. If it 
is plain that Jewish thought explains some expressions and concep- 
tions which have passed into the New Testament, it is equally plain 
that it can no more explain the New Testament literature in its essen- 
tial contents and spirit than the launching of a ship off the coasts of 
China can explain the tidal wave which rises forty feet on the shores 
of California. 
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